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The Emergence of Korean American Communities on the  

U.S.-Mexico Border  
Based on in-depth interviews with Korean American border commuters, who re-
sided in Southern California and worked in Mexico, the paper traces the develop-
ment of Korean American border communities. Previous literature in border stud-
ies mostly focused on Mexicans who cross borders with their home and work split 
in two different countries, but Asian immigrants who are neither from Mexico nor 
the U.S. have been understudied. After explaining how Korean American border 
communities were developed and are structured, the paper discusses border  

anxiety that Korean border commuters experience in border crossing.  

Minjeong Kim is associate professor of sociology at San Diego State University. 
Her research areas include gender and family in the context of international mi-
gration, and race and sexuality in the media. She is the author of the forthcoming 
book, Elusive Belonging: Marriage Immigrants and "Multiculturalism" in Rural 
South Korea (University of Hawai'i, 2018).  
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